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Dear parents and carers, 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming your child to school in September. Until fairly 
recently we were unclear about what the government and local authority plans would be for schools 
in September. However, now we have a much clearer idea of what should be happening – but I must 
stress that the plans for September which are outlined in this letter may change at short notice if, for 
example, there is a second outbreak of the coronavirus. At present we have small numbers of 
children at school who are taught in ‘bubbles’. In September the government plans to have all 
children back at school full-time, we are planning that the children will be taught in 2 ‘bubbles’, the 
first ‘bubble’ will be Reception, Year 1 & Year 2 children; the other ‘bubble’ will be Year 3, Year 4, 
Year 5 & Year 6 children. We will do our very best to ensure that the 2 ‘bubbles’ do not mix when 
they are in school, in accordance with government and local authority guidance. However, the 
government does recognise that for all children to restart school in September, most schools will 
need to manage this through a ‘staggered start’ system for different classes so that teachers and 
schools can become accustomed to how the new systems will work. Reception children have a 
‘staggered start’ to school over a 4 week period, as usual.  

As I mentioned in my previous letter, the current government guidelines are that we should have all 
children back at school, full-time after 2 weeks (by Tuesday 15th September). However, we will aim 
to have all Key Stage 2 (Years 3, 4, 5 & 6) children in school by Thursday 3rd September (full-time) 
and all Year 1 and Year 2 children in school (full-time) starting Monday 7th September. 

It is expected that in September our school will be able to provide hot lunches for your child each 
day, however if this changes we will inform you as soon as we can. 

In September, PE lessons for children will be on Mondays and Thursdays (in the afternoons) and 
because of the coronavirus crisis it is advised that on PE days your child arrives in school in their PE 
kit and will be going home in their PE kit.  

There is a slightly different system regarding children’s reading books (which travel between home 
and school) in September. Normally, in class 1 we would advise that these would be changed several 
times a week and that you read with your child every day after school and for Key Stage 2 children 
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there is the ‘Reading log’ system. However, because of the virus we have been advised that there is 
a 72 hours gap between receiving books from home and teachers being able to touch the books. This 
will probably mean that reading books will be changed once a week, however, I would urge you to 
read your own books with and to your child every day, if at all possible.  

We have also been advised that it would be better not to take the children on school visits in the 
next few terms but hopefully school trips can resume next year. Normally we would book weekly 
swimming lessons in Thornbury Leisure Centre in terms 2 and 4. At the moment, the advice is to not 
book school swimming lessons but again, the advice may change next year and we might be able to 
book the swimming lessons for terms later in the academic year. 

At the moment we are planning to run breakfast club each day before school from 8am onwards at 
the cost of £2.00 per child, per day from the 7th September. We are also planning to run ‘Oldbury 
Otters’ our after school club, which runs after school until 5.15pm every Monday – Thursday from 
Monday 7th September. In before school and after school clubs we will be keeping the children in 
their separate class ‘bubbles’ to try to stop the virus spreading. The cost for after school club is £9.25 
per child, per day for the first child and £6.25 for the second/third child. 

It is also important to note that the curriculum will be slightly different when we reopen school. 
There will be Maths and Literacy learning in the mornings and we will, whenever possible, be using 
the outdoor environment for learning, especially in the afternoons when we will try to use our 
school grounds for sports activities, arts & crafts and environmental learning. There will be an 
emphasis on readjusting to life at school and revisiting key skills during the first few weeks in 
September and of course we will try to ensure that children re-cap and review their learning so that 
they can build up their stamina and continue and catch-up with their learning as soon as possible.  
Throughout the school day we will ensure the children regularly wash their hands and they will be 
working at desks which will be facing forward in Key Stage 2. 

How you can help: 

These are unusual times and you can help us ensure that the school stays safe by following these 
guidelines:- 

• Taking your child’s temperature and making sure they wash their hands before they leave 
for school (if possible) 

• Remaining outside the school building whenever possible – please communicate with us by 
phone or email whenever you can 

• We may have to put markings outside the school to encourage parents to maintain social 
distancing at drop-off and pick-up times, please respect these markings. 

 
I recognise that this a stressful time for everyone and I want to assure you that we will do our very 
best to support children with any difficulties they may have in adjusting to life back at school under 
these unusual circumstances. I want to thank you all for the online/home learning you have been 
doing with your children during this period and I hope you all stay safe and well and we will 
hopefully see you in September, 

Very best wishes, 
Debbie Dix 
Headteacher 
 


