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School Full Reopening  

March 8th 2021 

FAQs 

 

We have produced this FAQ to highlight the answers to many of the commonly asked questions about the return to 
school on March 8th 2021. The steps that have been taken are based on: 

 The Governments ‘Guidance for full reopening: schools.’ - 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/964351/
Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf 

 Guidance from the Local Authority. 
 Work with our cluster schools. 

 
Please be aware that the information in this document is subject to change. 

The school will continue to act upon the most up to date guidance and models of best practice. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/964351/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/964351/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf
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Key Information 
  

1. When will my child return to school? Do they 
have to return? 

 
11. Curriculum – What will the children be learning 
about in school or at home? 

2. What are the ‘System of control’ that school 
will have in place for September? 

 12. Will the school office be open?   

3. How will the school day by impacted by 
reducing contact between bubbles? 

 13. Illness – What do I do if my child is unwell? 

4. How will the children return in September?  
14. What happens if there is a confirmed case of 
coronavirus in a setting? 

5. What will the start and end of the school day 
be different? 

 
15. What is the government’s guidance on the 
reopening of schools? 

6. What should I do if I am running late in the 
morning? 

 
16. How will school help with the children’s mental 
health and wellbeing on the return to school? 

7. How will the children have lunch?  
17. Does the school have a risk assessment for the 
reopening of school? 

8. Will the children still have play times?  18. Do I have to send my child back to school? 

9. What will my child be allowed to bring from 
home? 

 19. Will the school be able to offer wrap around care? 

10. Does my child need to wear school uniform?  20. What is catch up funding? 
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1.  When 

will my 

children 

return to 

school? 

Do they 

have to 

return to 

school? 

From 8 March, all pupils should attend school. 

All pupils will attend from Monday the 8th March as per our previous arrangements.  

We will continue with a staggered start and finish time. (see appendix 1)  

Siblings can be dropped off and collected at the same time. (8:45am and 3:00pm) 

Please see attachment 1 for start and finish times.  

2. What 

are the 

‘Systems

of 

control’ 

that 

school 

will have 

in place 

for 

March? 

System of controls 

This is the set of actions schools must take. They are grouped into ‘prevention’ and ‘response to any infection’ and are 

outlined in more detail in the sections below. 

Prevention: 

You must always: 

1) Minimise contact with individuals who are required to self-isolate by ensuring they do not attend the school. 

2) Ensure face coverings are used in recommended circumstances. 

3) Ensure everyone is advised to clean their hands thoroughly and more often than usual. 

4) Ensure good respiratory hygiene for everyone by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. 

5) Maintain enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, using standard products such as 

detergents. 

6) Consider how to minimise contact across the site and maintain social distancing wherever possible. 

7) Keep occupied spaces well ventilated.  

In specific circumstances: 
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8) Ensure individuals wear the appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) where necessary. 

9) Promote and engage in asymptomatic testing, where available. 

Response to any infection 

You must always: 

10) Promote and engage with the NHS Test and Trace process. 

11) Manage and report confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the school community. 

12) Contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice. 

In addition to the measure in place school staff will now be completing twice weekly lateral flow testing to help identify 

anyone who is Asymptomatic.  

3. How will 

the school 

day by 

impacted 

by reducing 

contact 

between 

bubbles? 

Minimising contacts and mixing between people reduces transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). This is important in all 
contexts, and schools must consider how to implement this. Schools must do everything possible to minimise contacts and 
mixing while delivering a broad and balanced curriculum. 
 
The overarching principle to apply is reducing the number of contacts between children and staff. This can be achieved 
through keeping groups separate (in ‘bubbles’) and through maintaining distance between individuals 
 
To achieve this we will be staggering our school day. This will involve changes to school drop off, break times, lunchtimes and 
end of day collection (See Appendix 1). 

4. Will I be 

required to 

wear a face 

mask?  

In primary schools, it is recommend that face coverings should be worn by staff and adult visitors in situations where social 

distancing between adults is not possible (for example, when moving around in corridors and communal areas). Children in 

primary school do not need to wear a face covering. 

Do to cross over and social distancing challenges during drop off and collect we expect adults to wear face coverings on the 

school grounds. (except where an adult is except – see government guidance on efface covering exemptions) 
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Staff have the option to wear face coverings and visors throughout the day. They will need to wear face covering where social 

distancing is not possible.  

5. How will 

the start 

and end of 

the school 

day be 

different? 

Each class will be allocated a drop off and collection time for the start and end of the day (see appendix A). These will need to 

be strictly adhered too. The purpose of the staggered collection times is to ensure parents and children can socially distance 

outside of school.  

Outside of school, there will be markers at two-metre intervals for parents to wait. We ask that only one parent at drop off 

and collection. The school gates will be opened and parents may come on to the school grounds. When on the school 

grounds parents must continue to follow social distancing expectations at all times.  

Children will need to wash/use hand sanitisers upon entry to school. Children will then go straight to their classroom.  Parents 

are asked to stay socially distanced at all times.  

Each class teacher will be at the classroom door/gate. The staff will remain at 2 metres away at all times. If a pupil is reluctant 

to enter a classroom the adult will only be able to encourage them in to class verbally.  

Siblings – We are aware that the different start and finish times may be difficult for some families with children in different 

classes. Sibling can be dropped off at 8:45am and collected at 3:00pm. 

The children will wash their hands at the end of the school day before being dismissed. But we will also have a hand sanitising 

station at the gate.  

6. What 

should I do 

if I am 

running 

late? 

Due to the staggering of the school day, and the social distancing measures, we will need to be very strict with drop off and 

collections times. If you are running late and will not make your allotted drop off time we will be unable to admit a pupil into 

school until all other classes are in.  

You will need to contact the school office and they will give you a set time to drop off your child.  

If you are running late at the end of the day we will not be able to supervise children at the school office. They will need to 

stay with their class teacher. Again you will need to contact the school office and they will give you an allotted time for 

collection.  
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7. How will 

the children 

have lunch? 

School meals will be provided as normal.   

Children will eat lunch in the school hall. The children will then have a supervised lunch break with their class.   
To ensure social distancing between classes we will be staggering lunch times and sectioning the playground into zones. 
Children will be encouraged to remain socially distanced when they play, but we also have to be realistic that this is unlikely 
within each class. We will however be far stricter between classes.  
 

8. Will the 

children still 

have play 

times? 

Yes, play is vitally important for children, as is social interaction. As with lunch times, break times will be staggered. We will 

also be setting play zones on the playground. This will allow the children to remain within their class but allow them space to 

run around and play games.  

Each class will be encouraged to socially distance but we are realistic on how this can be achieved at break times. Each class 

will be kept separate from the other classes. This is to avoid any transmission between classes 

KS2 children may bring in a healthy snack (preferably fruit) for break time.  KS1 will receive a piece of fruit each morning as 

part of the Government fruit scheme.   

9. What will 

my child be 

allowed to 

bring from 

home? 

Government guidance suggests that schools should try to minimise resources in order to make sure they can be wiped clean. 

Wherever possible, resources which are not easily washable or wipeable should be removed. Resources such as sports 

equipment, or equipment needed between classes will be cleaned before sharing or left for 48 hours (72 hours for plastics). 

We have also been advised that children should not bring in many items from home i.e. pencil cases, toys or other 

unnecessary items.  

They will need to bring: 

 A packed lunch box – if required. 

 A bag 

 A break time snack 

 A named water bottle - which will need to be taken home daily to wash. 

 A reading book. 

 A coat. 

 A sunhat – during warmer weather 
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All resources will be given to pupils. The children will be provided with specific resources that they will need on a daily basis, 

of which they will have sole use. Classes will also have individual sets of resources that will not be shared between across 

classes. Any shared resources will be washed, or left for 48 hours (72 hours for plastics). 

If the weather is warm children will need sun screen to be applied at home before they arrive at school. We will not be able 

to apply any sun screen. 

10. Does 

my child 

need to 

wear school 

uniform? 

Yes – The school will be returning to ‘normal’ and the expectation is that pupils will wear school uniform.  

If needed parents can still send a spare set of clothes. These must be in a labelled plastic bag.  

If you have any issues with school uniform please do not hesitate in contacting us. 

11. 

Curriculum 

– What will 

the children 

be learning 

about in 

school? 

In School - The normal curriculum will be provided in school upon the return on March 8th. We are however mindful of the 

amount of time that the children have not been in school and we will provide them with opportunities to ‘re-establish 

routines, relationships and wellbeing’ 

The priorities for young children at this time are resocialisation and reconnecting.  

Children will be encouraged to exert themselves physically, making use of supervised non-touch running games within their 

group. 

Academic development will clearly be a focus over the coming weeks and months but not to the detriment of the children’s 

well-being. 

At home – on Wednesday 2nd March we will stop posting structured work on Google classrooms – On Thursday 3rd work will 

be world book day related and on Friday 4th tasks will be the usual Friday tasks.   

We will use Google Classrooms to set Homework. 

Homework will not be set on the 12th and 19th and 26th March. Homework will resume after the Easter Break. 
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12. Will the 

school 

office be 

open?   

Yes, but only in a limited capacity. Parents will be directed to communicate with the office via email or phone. We would also 

like to remind parents that due to the changing circumstances that responses will take longer than normal.  

We would ask that parents do not visit the school office due to the limited size and enclosed nature of our school building.  

The school office will be able to receive calls between 8.30am and 4.00 pm. Any urgent communications outside of this time 

must be emailed to office@oldburyschool.org.uk 

13. Illness – 

What do I 

do if my 

child is 

unwell? 

If anyone in an education or childcare setting becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature, or has a 

loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste of smell (anosmia), they must not be sent to school. If they become unwell in 

school the will be sent home and advised to follow the COVID-19 guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection 

guidance.  

If a child is awaiting collection, they will be moved to a room where they can be isolated they will be given appropriate adult 

supervision.  

If they need to go to the bathroom while waiting to be collected, they will use a separate bathroom to the rest of school. The 

bathroom will be cleaned and disinfected using standard cleaning products before being used by anyone else. PPE will be 

worn by staff caring for the child while they await collection.  

The school will engage with the Government’s track and trace programme and will follow the Local Authorities response 

procedures.  In an emergency, we will call 999 if they are seriously ill or injured or their life is at risk.  

In the first instance parents are the best line of defence. If in doubt keep them at home.  

14. What 

happens if 

there is a 

confirmed 

case of 

coronavirus 

in a setting? 

When a child, young person or staff member develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus, they will be sent home and 

advised to self-isolate for 7 days. Their fellow household members should self-isolate for 10 days. All staff and students who 

are attending an education or childcare setting will have access to a test if they display symptoms of coronavirus, and are 

encouraged to get tested in this scenario. 

Where the child, young person or staff member tests negative, they can return to their setting and the fellow household 

members can end their self-isolation.  

mailto:office@oldburyschool.org.uk
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Schools must take swift action when they become aware that someone who has attended has tested positive for coronavirus 

(COVID-19). Schools should contact the local health protection team. This team will also contact schools directly if they 

become aware that someone who has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) attended the school – as identified by NHS 

Test and Trace. 

The health protection team will carry out a rapid risk assessment to confirm who has been in close contact with the person 

during the period that they were infectious, and ensure they are asked to self-isolate. 

The health protection team will work with schools in this situation to guide them through the actions they need to take. As 

part of the national test and trace programme, if other cases are detected within the cohort or in the wider setting, Public 

Health England’s local health protection teams will conduct a rapid investigation and will advise schools and other settings on 

the most appropriate action to take. In some cases a larger number of other children, young people may be asked to self-

isolate at home as a precautionary measure – perhaps the whole class, site or year group. Where settings are observing 

guidance on infection prevention and control, which will reduce risk of transmission, closure of the whole setting will not 

generally be necessary. 

School will also work with the Local Authority. 

15. What is 

the 
government 

guidance  

on the 

reopening 

of schools? 

To find out more about the Government’s guidance for the reopening of schools use the links below: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/964351/Schools_coronavirus_oper

ational_guidance.pdf 

 

16. How 

will school 

help with 

the 

The coronavirus outbreak may have caused significant mental health or wellbeing difficulties for some children. It is important 

for us to recognise that while ‘getting back to normal’ is important and will be reassuring for many, school staff will need to 

consider how to support: 

 individual children who have found the long period at home hard to manage 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/964351/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/964351/Schools_coronavirus_operational_guidance.pdf
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children’s 

mental 

health and 

wellbeing 

on the 

return to 

school? 

 those who have developed anxieties related to the virus 

 those about whom there are safeguarding concerns 

 those who may make safeguarding disclosures once they are back in schools 

Some children may also have experienced bereavements in their immediate family or wider circle of friends or family or had 

increased/new caring responsibilities. 

All children will have missed the routine of school, seeing their friends, and being supported by their teachers and other 

adults in the school. 

As a staff we will aim to provide: 

 opportunities for children to talk about their experiences of the past weeks 

 opportunities for one-to-one conversations with trusted adults where this may be supportive 

 some refocussed lessons on relevant topics, for example, mental wellbeing or staying safe 

 pastoral activity, such as positive opportunities to renew and develop friendships and peer groups 

 other enriching developmental activities 

17. Does 

the school 

have a risk 

assessment 

for the 

reopening 

of school? 

Yes, the school has worked with our health and safety advisors to create a covid-19 risk assessment. This will be made 

available prior to the schools reopening. You will be able to find it under the Covid -19 drop down menu of the website.  

It is important to note that the aim of any risk assessment is not to guarantee the complete removal of risk, as this is simply 

not possible, it is to reduce the risk as best as we can.   

18. Is it 

compulsory 

to send my 

Yes – Government guidance states: ‘ it is vital for all children to return to school to minimise as far as possible the longer-term 

impact of the pandemic on children’s education, wellbeing and wider development. 

School attendance will be mandatory for all pupils from 8 March. 

The usual rules on school attendance apply, including: 



Amanda Luke              Oldbury CEVC Primary School March 8th 2021 

child to 

school? 
• parents’ duty to secure their child’s regular attendance at school (where the child is a registered pupil at school and they are 

of compulsory school age) 

• the ability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local authorities’ codes of conduct 

If you, your child or someone in your household is shielding please contact the school. 

19. Will the 

school be 

available to 

provide 

wrap 

around 

care. 

Contact the school office for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20. Catch 

up funding 

Catch-up premium:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/catch-up-premium-coronavirus-covid-19/catch-up-premium 

This one-off grant funding will be paid to all state-funded primary, secondary and special schools in the 2020 to 2021 

academic year. Head teachers will decide how the money is spent. This will look different in every school and will be planned 

for a budgeted once more information has been provide to schools.  

A report will be issued showing how the funding has been used: 

Additional catch-up funding announced 23.2.21 – Details are yet to be confirmed. More details will follow later. 

 

If there are any questions or queries about anything contained within this document please contact us via the 

school office email.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/catch-up-premium-coronavirus-covid-19/catch-up-premium
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Appendix 1 – March 8th 2021 

 Class 1  Class 2 

School Drop off 

8.45  Arrive 

9.00 Arrive  

Morning Break 

10.00 – 10.20 Play (top playground) Play (Bottom playground) 

Lunchtime 

12.00 –12.40 Eating Lunch  
(Early finisher to go out to play once finished) 

Play time 

12.40 –1.00 Play time Eating Lunch 

Afternoon Break 

2.00 – 2.15 Play   

   

3.00  Collection 

3.15 Collection  

 


