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Hedgehog Class Headlines

Our PE day is…

Friday

Your child needs:



Hedgehog Class Headlines

Our Forest School day is…

Thursday

Your child needs:



Hedgehog Class Headlines

We change reading books on/check reading records on…
Friday



What is Foundational Knowledge? 

At Oldbury, we want children to have really 
strong foundations. By foundations, we don't 
just mean reading, writing and maths. 
We also mean being able to listen, remember 
instructions, communicate clearly, concentrate, 
manage themselves and become increasingly 
independent learners.
These are the things that make later learning 
possible.



Our approach in Key Stage One

Play-based learning remains paramount in Key Stage 1 because 
children’s development does not suddenly change when they turn 
five. There is very little developmental difference between a 
Reception-aged child and a child entering Year 1; significant 
developmental changes that support more abstract thinking 
emerge closer to the age of eight.

Therefore, moving abruptly from an active, play-rich Reception 
environment to predominantly formal, adult-directed learning can 
be developmentally inappropriate.

A strong KS1 pedagogy should therefore build on, rather than 
abandon, the principles of EYFS: children need opportunities to 
explore, investigate, rehearse ideas, solve problems, communicate, 
collaborate and apply their learning through purposeful play.



Adult Led Play Projects!Adult Supported



A day in the life of a Key Stage One child



What is Foundational Knowledge? 

Executive Function = Readiness to 
learn

• Listening 
• Attention 
• Memory 
• Self-regulation 
• Independence



What is Foundational Knowledge? 

Talk

• Vocabulary 
• Speaking in 
     sentences
• Conversation 
• Explaining ideas



What is Foundational Knowledge? 

Reading

•  Phonics 
• Automatic word 

reading 
• Fluency 
• Understanding



What is Foundational Knowledge? 

Reading

•  Phonics 



What is Foundational Knowledge? 

Writing

• Handwriting 
• Spelling
• Sentence writing 
• Checking

Posture

Position



What is Foundational Knowledge? 

Writing

• Handwriting 
• Spelling
• Sentence writing 
• Checking

Pencil Grip



What is Foundational Knowledge? 

Maths

• Number sense
• Number facts 
• Calculation
• Mathematical 

language



What is Foundational Knowledge? 



How can parents help?

• Read together at least five times each week — including rereading for 
fluency. 

• Talk lots — explain words, ask children to explain their thinking and give 
reasons. 

• Practise number facts little and often — aim for quick, confident recall 
rather than lengthy worksheets. 

• Encourage independence — give instructions, expect children to remember 
routines, tidy up and persevere before stepping in. 

• Value practice and repetition — explain that becoming fluent means 
doing important things many times until they become easier and more 
automatic.



The Year ahead…



The Year ahead…Writing



The Year ahead…Maths



The Year ahead…



Home Learning

• Home Reading 5x per week
• Num Bots
• Common Exception Word Spelling-these will come out 

every Friday
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