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Term 1 was a fantastic start to the year.

Staff finished the term with a really useful INSET 
day alongside colleagues from across the Bridge 
schools, led by Vicky Gordon from Thinking About 
Learning. The focus was on foundational 
knowledge and how we can continue to strengthen 
learning for all our children.

We look forward to a busy, fun-filled Term 2. 
Welcome back all!



Values Award Winners Term 1
Well done to all of our 
amazing Values Badge winners 
from Term 2. We are so proud 
of all of our children. 



End of the day school pick up

As we continue to develop our KS1 outdoor area, collection at 3.30pm has become a 
little cramped. 

From today, Badger and Foxes children should be collected directly from 
outside their classrooms. Parents of children in these classes can enter 
through the green gates ready for teachers to dismiss children at 3.30pm. 
Hedgehog children will continue to be collected from the main fenced area at 
the front of the school.

When collecting from outside Badgers and Foxes, please supervise younger children 
carefully if they are using the playground equipment. Parents remain responsible for 
their own children at collection time and we would appreciate your support in 
encouraging toddlers to use our outdoor spaces respectfully and leave them tidy for 
everyone to enjoy.

A bell will ring at 3.40pm to signal that the gates are closing. All parents and children 
must leave the school site at this time. This is an important safeguarding measure and 
we thank you for your cooperation and support in keeping everyone safe.



Remember, Remember the 
5th of November

In assembly this week we are 
recapping how to stay safe 
on Bonfire night. We will be 
watching the following video:

Bonfire Night: Top tips for 
staying safe - BBC 
Newsround

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/50288114
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/50288114
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/50288114
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/50288114
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/50288114


Next Friday 13th November children are 
invited to wear spots to school and bring £1 
on support of the wonderful charity Children 
in Need. 



Remembrance Day 2026

Our annual Remembrance Walk has become a 
special and important tradition at Oldbury, giving 
us time to come together as a school community 
to remember those who have served and sacrificed 
for others.
This year, we will walk to the Memorial Hall at 
10.45am on Wednesday 11th November, 
where we will observe a two minute silence and 
lay a wreath.
Families are warmly welcomed to join us for the 
walk and to share this important moment of 
remembrance with us.
We look forward to coming together as a 
community to remember. 

We will be selling poppies and 
poppy reflector tags only this 
year, in exchange for a 
donation. We have decided to keep 
things simple by focusing on 
poppies, helping children to 
understand their meaning and 
ensuring that the important 
message of remembrance remains. 
These will be available to buy before 
and after school over the next few 
days. 



Reading at home

Reading regularly makes an enormous 
difference to your child’s progress, confidence 
and enjoyment of learning. At Oldbury, we ask 
that every child reads at home at least five 
times a week. Please take a few seconds to 
record each read in their reading journal so that 
we can celebrate and monitor their progress. 
Just as importantly, please try to read to your 
child every day too. Sharing stories, enjoying 
books together and talking about what you 
read has a huge impact on vocabulary, 
comprehension and a lifelong love of reading. 
We really cannot overstate how much difference 
this makes. Please help us by making reading 
part of your daily routine!



Termly Curriculum Overviews

These can be found on our school website and 
are designed to give you a little more insight into 
the curriculum learning that your children will be 
covering this term. 



Forest School Clothing
Dressing appropriately for Forest School helps children stay 
warm, dry and comfortable so they can fully enjoy exploring 
and learning outdoors in all weathers. Layers are key, as 
children can add or remove clothing depending on the 
temperature and how active they are. Please send children in 
wearing their Forest School clothes, with extra layers and spare 
socks in their bags. Hats and gloves are essential in colder 
weather and bibs and all in one waterproof overalls are highly 
recommended to keep children warm, dry and ready for 
outdoor adventures!



Attendance
We would like to remind all families that if you are planning for your child to be 
absent from school during term time for any reason other than illness or 
emergency, you must submit a written request to the Headteacher at least 
two weeks in advance.

Please note that, under current school attendance law in England, parents do not 
have an automatic right to take their child out of school during term time. Under the 
School Attendance (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations 2024, leave of absence 
may only be granted where the school considers that there are exceptional 
circumstances. 

Unauthorised absences may result in a penalty notice or further legal action, so it is 
vital that all requests are made in writing to the Headteacher with sufficient notice.

We would like to remind parents that the national penalty notice 
framework takes into account unauthorised leave of absence over a 3 year 
period. For example,  PN issued in a first year would double if parents 
removed their child in a second year. In a third year this could result in the 
local authority taking the parents to court. 

Thank you for your support in ensuring high attendance and continuity in your child’s 
education.
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